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Dance program offers diverse mix

By Andrew Adler
aadler@courier-journal.com
Courier-Journal Critic

An almost festive atmosphere prevailed Saturday night inside Comstock

Concert Hall at the University of Louisville School of Music. A large, 

enthusiastic audience had gathered to see what the Moving Collective dance 

ensemble had prepared for this event, which offered no fewer than 10 separate 

pieces for a diverse mix of forces.

Moving Collective called the program “Returns,” alluding to the notion of its

dancers and choreographers coming home from what have often been distant

points of reference — both geographically and stylistically. The works presented

Saturday tended to be terse and forthright, sometimes more earnest and prosaic

than genuinely innovative. Yet virtually all of them were crafted in persuasive

sympathy for their performers, which on this occasion, at least, rewarded one’s

attention.

A few selections, most notably Kimberly Nygren Cox’s “Rightways,” were pared

down to the most vividly pointed essentials and danced in the same laudable

spirit. Larger efforts — such as Christephor Gilbert’s “Her Mortal Coil” and

Theresa Bautista’s “When My Mind is Calm” — sprawled uncomfortably. Here

there were intriguing choreographic ideas that never quite achieved sustained,

sufficiently absorbing elaboration.

With a very few exceptions, this was an evening for and in celebration of female

dancers. There was appealing, sly, urban sass amid Beth Rodriguez’s “Sneaky

Exponential,” and an all-out, defiant solo from Tamara Begley’s “A Building

Decline,” which Theresa Mudd danced with appropriate full-body fury. Drawing

whoops of approval from the Comstock viewers, the piece — and the entire

evening — confirmed a continuing hunger for contemporary dance that groups

like Moving Collective have helped nurture.
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